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Bus and coach industry news
4 November 2010

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio
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Midi buses recover, but overall October volumes weak
•
Overall bus and coach volumes fall 38.2% in month and 12.9% in year to date.

•
Midi-buses (8.5-16t) registrations rose by 19.3% in October.

•
Coach volumes down 5.9% in October, but up 21.3% over the year to date.

“Overall bus and coach registrations fell for a seventh straight month in October.  They dropped for all but one month since April 2008.  But it is not all bad,” said Paul Everitt,  SMMT chief executive.  “Coach figures stayed firm over the first ten months of the year, up by a fifth.  It was also good to see midi-bus numbers up almost 20% in the month.  Some manufacturers still benefit from the Green Bus Fund and some sectors of the market may continue to improve.  Changes to concessionary travel from 2011, to the Bus Scheme Operators Grant in 2012 and cuts in Local Authority spending will make for a tough year ahead.”

There are long lead times in the bus and coach sector between orders or sales and registrations and delivery.  This ensured the tough economic climate gripped the sector later than other markets and is likely to mean the recovery is slower to take hold.

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2005 to October 2010
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.
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October 2010 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2010

	
	Month
	% change*
	Year-to-date
	% change*
	RYT Oct 2010
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	383
	-38.2%
	6,077
	-12.9%
	7,082
	-14.1%

	Buses above 8.5t
	196
	-12.1%
	1,881
	-36.9%
	2,242
	-35.6%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Minibuses to 3.5t
	14
	-51.7%
	265
	-28.0%
	325
	-29.7%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	125
	-60.6%
	3,156
	5.5%
	3,666
	1.3%

	8.5 – 16t
	99
	19.3%
	817
	-25.2%
	936
	-29.7%

	16t +
	0
	-
	315
	-54.5%
	367
	-51.8%

	Single-deck buses total
	238
	-49.4%
	4,553
	-11.5%
	5,294
	-14.3%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	97
	-2.0%
	749
	-37.3%
	939
	-32.4%

	All buses
	335
	-41.1%
	5,302
	-16.4%
	6,233
	-17.6%

	All coaches
	48
	-5.9%
	775
	21.3%
	849
	24.9%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	10
	233.3%
	127
	273.5%
	136
	267.6%

	Coaches 16t+
	38
	-20.8%
	648
	7.1%
	713
	10.9%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes on the same period a year before: N%; no registrations year before
RYT: Rolling year total
Notes:

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.    The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £40 billion turnover and £8.5 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 9% of total UK exports and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce vehicles is down 28%, water use is down 34% and 73% less waste enters landfill sites. Average new car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 17% compared to 2000 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s 11th annual Sustainability Report or Motor Industry Facts from the SMMT website. 

[image: image3.jpg]& oR"

)

43




Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from Dec 2003 to October 2010

[image: image5.wmf]Buses 8.5t+ gvw

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

D

0

3

M

J

S

D

0

4

M

J

S

D

0

5

M

J

S

D

0

6

M

J

S

D

0

7

M

J

S

D

0

8

M

J

S

D

0

9

M

J

S

D

1

0

SDBuses>8.5t

DDBuses>16t


[image: image6.wmf]Buses 5.001t to 8.5t gvw

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

D

0

3

M

J

S

D

0

4

M

J

S

D

0

5

M

J

S

D

0

6

M

J

S

D

0

7

M

J

S

D

0

8

M

J

S

D

0

9

M

J

S

D

1

0


SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS:

Bus and Coach report NR3B&C
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